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   RIGHT-OF-WAY BUREAU 18.6.202 
 
   Sub-Chapter 2 
 
   Outdoor Advertising Regulations 
 
RULE I OFFICIAL SIGNS   (1)Official signs must be erected and 
maintained by a public officer or agency. 
 (2) Official signs must be erected within the territorial 
jurisdiction or zoning jurisdiction of the public officer or 
agency. This means that the officer or agency must exercise some 
form of governmental authority over the area upon which the sign 
is located. 
 (3)  Official signs must be erected pursuant to direction or 
authorization contained in Federal, State or local law. This 
means that the officer must be directed by statute and/or must 
have the specific authority by statute to erect and maintain 
signs and notices. 
 (4)  Local governments may erect, within the limits of their 
jurisdiction, official signs welcoming travelers and describing 
the services and attractions available but may not advertise 
private business or brand names. 
 (5)  Not more than one official sign welcoming visitors or 
providing information about a community is allowed on each 
highway entering the community, subject to Federal and State 
Outdoor Advertising Control (OAC) Rules. 
 (6)  On Interstate Highways, official “welcome to” signs may 
be erected within 5 miles of a community. Not more than one 
“welcome to” sign in each direction is allowed.  
 (7)   An official sign of a local government will not be 
considered in determining the spacing required between conforming 
outdoor advertising signs located off premises. 
 AUTH: 75-15-121, MCA 
 IMP: 75-15-111, 75-15-113, MCA 
 
 REASON:   Most Montana communities are rural in nature and 
have no avenue to inform the traveling public of their location. 
Additionally, “Welcome to” signs erected by local authority with 
no commercial advertising comes into compliance with the CFR as 
official signage. 
 
 18.6.202  DEFINITIONS    (1)  Remains as is.   
 (2)  "Commercial electronic variable message signs"(CMS) 
means electrical or electromechanical signs on which messages can 
be changed remotely through hard wire or wireless communications 
and have the capability to present a large amount of text and/or 
symbolic imagery. contain, include, or are illuminated by any 
flashing, intermittent, or moving light or lights, producing the 
illusion of movement by means of electronic, electrical or 
electro-mechanical input Other names for CMS are “variable 
message signs”(VMS), “dynamic message signs” (DMS), “smart 
boards” (SBS), or “tri-vision” (TVS) and/or have the 
characteristics of one or more of the following classifications: 

(2)(a) – (6)   Remain as is. 
 (7)  "Noncommercial sign" means a sign that does not display 
a commercial message.  For the purpose of this rule, only 
"welcome to" community and "public service" signs such as DARE, 



or ABATE, are considered noncommercial signs.  The Montana 
department of transportation shall make the determination of a 
noncommercial sign designation on a case-by-case basis. 
 (8) – (12) Remain as is.   
 (13)  “School” means a place of learned instruction; an 
institution of learning; an educational establishment; a place 
for acquiring knowledge and mental training; a place of primary 
instruction. 
 (14)  “Government venue” means a place where events may 
occur that is open to, accessible to or shared by all members of 
the community; a common area used to share information, to take 
action, and to validate decisions. 
 (15)  “Official signs and notices” means signs and notices 
erected and maintained by public officers or public agencies 
within their territorial or zoning jurisdiction and pursuant to 
and in accordance with direction or authorization contained in 
Federal, State, or local law for the purposes of carrying out an 
official duty or responsibility. Historical markers, welcome to, 
public utility signs authorized by State law and erected by State 
or local government agencies may be considered official signs. 
 Auth: 75-15-121, MCA 
 Imp:  75-15-121, 75-15-111, 75-15-112,AND 75-15-113, MCA 
 
 REASON:  Changes in the definitions rule were done to 
clarify some definitions that have caused disputes with reference 
to prior interpretations and to clarify new language to the 
rules. 
 
 18.6.211  PERMITS  (1) – (4)  Remain as is.   
 (5)  The initial permit fee must be paid within 30-days from 
the approval of the application or the permit may be canceled. 
 (5)(6)  5 is renumbered 6. 
 (6)(7)  6 is renumbered 7. 
 (7)(8)  7 is renumbered 8. 
 (9)  Ownership of a sign permit will not be transferred 
without the expressed written consent of the permit holder(s). 
The current permit holder(s) must sign the document transferring 
the permit. 
 (10)  Permits cannot be canceled except by the written 
request of either the permit holder(s) or the landowner (s) 
subject to the department’s approval or by violations of the 
provisions of the Outdoor Advertising Act. The document 
requesting cancellation of a permit must be signed by the current 
permit holder or the landowner(s). 
 (11)  If the permit holder(s) are unable or unwilling to 
sign the cancellation document, the landowner(s) may request 
cancellation of the permit by providing the department with a 
document stating the reason for cancellation (such as termination 
of the land lease between the permit holder(s) and the 
landowner(s) and indicating whether the landowner(s) have 
purchased the sign structure or if the sign structure will be 
removed. The landowner(s) must sign this document.  
 AUTH: 75-15-121 and 75-15-122, MCA 
 IMP:  75-15-122 
  
 REASON:  The transfer of permits is addressed in Chapter 
nine of the Right-of-Way manual, which has no force of law. 



Additionally, the new language clarifies the process of 
transferring permits for the sign owners and landowners. 
 
 18.6.212  PERMIT APPLICATIONS - NEW SIGN SITES   
 (1) – (2)(b)  Remain as is. 
 (3)  The applicant must clearly mark the physical place the 
sign is to be erected with the exact location of the proposed 
sign site to enable department personnel to perform the required 
site inspection. 
 AUTH: 75-15-121, MCA 
 IMP:  75-15-122, MCA 
 
 REASON:  This rule was incomplete with the need to give 
adequate information so that departmental personnel could find 
the proposed sign sites to do the required site inspections. 
 
 18.6.221  NEW SIGN ERECTION  (1)  The sign owner within six 
months of the date of issuance of the permit will: 
 (a)  erect the sign structure (an extension of time to erect 
the structure may be granted upon written request from the sign 
owner and at the discretion of the Montana Department of 
Transportation); 
 (b) – (c)  Remain as is.  
 (d)  attach name plaque to structure identifying the sign 
owner. 
 (d)(e)  d is lettered e.  
 (2)  Remains as is. 
 AUTH: 75-15-121, MCA 
 IMP:  75-15-122, MCA 
 
 REASON:  This is a clarification which is reasonably 
necessary to identify of the sign owner who is often out of 
state. Additionally, it has been a customary practice to grant an 
extension of time of erect a sign structure beyond that required 
by the rules at the discretion of the department for reasons such 
as weather conditions or situations beyond the sign owners 
control but, does not have the force of law.  
 
  

18.6.232  COMMERCIAL ELECTRONIC VARIABLE MESSAGE SIGNS 
 (1)  Off-premise commercial electronic variable message 
signs(CMS), regardless of the message, are prohibited in 
controlled areas. which presents a new message, pictorial image, 
or change illumination at a rate less than one every six seconds 
is determined to be flashing or moving light and are prohibited 
in controlled areas. 
 (2)   The following signs and operations are exempt from one 
or more of the requirements of this chapter but shall comply with 
all other applicable provisions: 
 (a)  Government venue or school signs designed and intended 
to notify the community of private and public school activities 
or classes and intended to provide notice of appreciation for 
individuals, groups and businesses which promote, sponsor or 
support the school or government venue. 
 (3)  A commercial electronic variable message sign (CMS), 
may be approved as an off-premise outdoor advertising sign within 
the zoning jurisdiction of city and town areas if the sign does 




�



not contain flashing, intermittent, or moving lights, and does 
not cause a glare on the roadway and the following conditions are 
met: 
 (a)  A message on a sign must have a minimum display (dwell) 
time of 6 seconds and a maximum change (twirl) interval of 3 
seconds; and 
 (b)  A sign must contain a mechanism that will stop the sign 
in one position if a malfunction occurs; and 
 (c)  Signs shall be water tight, with service holes to 
provide access to each compartment with fitted waterproof covers; 
and 
 (d)  Signs must not be placed with illumination that 
interferes with the effectiveness of or obscure any official 
traffic sign, device or signal; and 
 (e)  Signs must not include or be illuminated by flashing, 
intermittent or moving lights; and 
 (f)  Signs must not cause beams or rays of light to be 
directed at the traveled way if the light is of such intensity or 
brilliance or is likely to be mistaken for a warning or danger 
signal or to cause glare or impair the vision of any driver, or 
to interfere with the driver’s operation of a motor vehicle; and 
 (g) Illumination or lights for signs must not resemble or 
simulate any lights used to control traffic; and 
 (h)  Jumping arrows or rapid chasing or flashing lamp 
borders is prohibited; and 
 (i)  Techniques of message display such as fading, 
exploding, dissolving messages are prohibited; and 
 (j)  Signs are prohibited on horizontal and vertical curves; 
and 
 (k)  On interstate highway or freeway, signs are prohibited 
within 1000 feet of an interchange or intersection at a grade or 
rest area. The 1000 feet is to be measured along the interstate 
or freeway from the beginning or ending of the pavement widening 
at the exit from or entrance to the main- traveled way; and 
 (l)  Signs shall only be constructed as a single face, back-
to-back or two-faced V-shaped structure. Only one face may be 
visible in each direction of the main traveled way. Side by side 
or stacked signs are prohibited; and 
 (m) Signs located within 1000 feet of highway work zones 
where changing traffic patterns, sudden stops, workers, 
pedestrians and work equipment are present will be turned off for 
that period of time to be determined by the Montana Department of 
Transportation; and 
 (n)  Signs shall not be placed within 2000 feet of another 
sign measured along the nearest edged of the pavement between 
points directly opposite the signs on the same side of the 
roadway; and 
 (o)  Portable signs may not be used as permanent illuminated 
signage; only fixed signs are permitted; and 
 (p)  Wording that implies a traffic control or highway 
emergency(for example, use of the word “STOP” is prohibited). 
 (q)  Traffic Control Device (TCD) signs or symbols (such as 
an eight-sided stop sign) in signs are prohibited; and 
 (r)  No sign may be illuminated to a degree of brightness 
that is greater than necessary for adequate visibility. Signs 
found to be brighter than necessary for adequate visibility shall 
be adjusted by the person owning or controlling the sign in 



accordance with the instructions of the Montana Department of 
Transportation; and 
 (s)  Appreciation plaques attached to government venue or 
school signs can be no larger than 1 foot by 3 foot in size. 
 (4)  An existing sign may be modified or updated if the sign 
conforms with established criteria relating to zoning, size, 
lighting and spacing. Prior approval from the Montana Department 
of Transportation is required to modify existing signs, to 
include a new sign application and a new nonrefundable 
application fee of $200.00 will be charged.  
 AUTH: 75-15-121, MCA 
 IMP:  75-15-111 and 75-15-113, MCA 
 
 REASON:  “Forty-one of the 46 states with billboards allow 
changeable message technology. As technological innovations 
continue to out pace government regulations, the trend line is 
moving toward nearly all states (with billboards) to accommodate 
changeable message signs.” Embracing this new technology is good 
business for Montana advertisers and consumers.   
 
 18.6.242  RANCH AND RURAL DIRECTIONAL SIGNS  (1)  In rural 
residential areas, slat-type directory Directional signs are 
allowed at the outer edge of the right-of-way of the intersecting 
roadways that enter into the main travel way, and may only be 
erected along the federal-aid primary highway system, giving the 
name only.  Each slat directional sign is not to exceed 8" x 36" 
4’X 8’. 
 (2)  In cases where operations do not abut the highway, but 
have access via a nonpublic access road across other ownerships, 
directional signs may be located along this roadway leading to 
the operation., may bear the name of the operation or owner and 
distance to headquarters, but shall include no advertising. The 
message content on directional and ranch signs shall be limited 
to the identification of the attraction or activity and 
directional information useful to the traveler in locating the 
activity, such as mileage, route numbers, or exit numbers. 
Descriptive words or phrases, and pictorial or photographic 
representations further describing the activity or its environs 
are prohibited. 
 (3)  Ranch and rural directional signs may only be erected 
along the federal-aid primary highway system.  The message 
content on rural directional signs shall be limited to the 
identification of the attraction or activity and directional 
information useful to the traveler in locating the activity, such 
as mileage, route numbers, or exit numbers. Descriptive words or 
phrases, and pictorial or photographic representations further 
describing the activity or its environs are prohibited. Not more 
than one ranch sign or directional sign may be erected which is 
visible to traffic proceeding in any one direction on any highway 
and advertising activities being conducted upon the real 
property, including ranching, grazing, and farming activities 
 (4) – (6)  Remain as is.   
 (7)  Not more than one ranch sign may be erected which is 
 visible to traffic proceeding in any one direction on any 
primary highway and advertising activities being conducted upon 
the real property, including ranching, grazing, and farming 
activities. 



 AUTH: 75-15-121, MCA 
 IMP:  75-15-111 and 75-15-121, MCA 
  
 REASON:  Further clarification is needed to bring this rule 
into compliance with the CFR. This amendment is reasonably 
necessary to reflect current changes to the CFR and recognizes 
the growing concern by rural Montanans that the activities were 
being unreasonably restricted in being able to alert the pubic as 
to their location and activity conducted on their property. 
  
  18.6.245  NONCOMMERCIAL SIGNS  (1)  If a noncommercial sign 
is located on property of the owner of the sign, it shall be 
considered to be an on-premise sign and not subject to the 
provisions of this rule. 
 (2)  A noncommercial sign of a local government may be 
erected anywhere adjacent to an interstate and primary highway 
within its territorial or zoning jurisdiction, except in a scenic 
area or parkland, so long as the sign does not create a safety 
hazard to the traveling public. 
 (a)  A noncommercial sign will not be considered in 
determining the spacing required between conforming outdoor 
advertising signs located off premises. 
 (b)  Local government may erect, within the limits of their 
jurisdiction, noncommercial signs welcoming travelers and 
describing the services and attractions available but may not 
advertise private business or brand names. 

(c)  Not more than one noncommercial sign welcoming visitors 
or providing information about a community is allowed on each 
highway entering the community, subject to federal and state 
outdoor advertising control (OAC) rules. 
  (3)  A noncommercial "welcome to" community sign shall not 
exceed 150 square feet in size. 
 (4)(3)  4 is renumbered as 3. 
 (5)(4)  5 is renumbered as 4. 
 AUTH: 75-15-121, MCA 
 IMP:  75-15-111,MCA  
 
 REASON:   To come into compliance with the CFR and make this 
rule more community friendly. There is a reasonable necessity for 
the amendment of this rule to clarify the need of local 
communities to advise the public of their location. 
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